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OPEN LETTERS 



SCIENTIFIC CHIEF FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRI- 
CULTURE. 

To the Editors of the Botanical Gazette : — The editorial in the Gazette 
for September relative to a scientific chief of the Department of Agriculture 
gives an entirely wrong impression as to the position of those in charge of 
the botanical work here. So far as I am aware, the entire scientific corps of 
the Department are in favor of a chief such as is contemplated. My open 
letter in the Gazette for September has no bearing upon this question, but 
was written in answer to the statement that there is a dissipation of energy 
and a duplication of work in the botanical branches of the Department, and 
that this could be avoided by certain changes, which, in the judgment of the 
writer, would destroy the autonomy of the present divisions. — B. T. Gallo- 
way, Washington, D. C. 

THE CHECK-LIST 1 AND THE NEW ILLUSTRATED FLORA OF 
NORTH AMERICA. 2 

To the Editors of the Botanical Gazette : — Ever since the publication of 
the above cited Check-list many and very diverse opinions have been expressed 
as to the advisability of adopting this work with its numerous changes in 
nomenclature. The various discussions upon this subject have, however, been 
largely confined to the question whether such changes are advisable or not, 
while very little has been said about the possibility of making all these changes. 
We should like, therefore, to submit to American botanists a brief statement 
of this phase of the question : the possibility of correcting old names. 

It appears to the writer that some of the requirements that are most 
needed for undertaking this kind of work are : (i) access to the type-speci- 
mens, (2) a broad linguistic knowledge, (3) a thorough familiarity with 
botanical terminology, (4) a long continued study of systematic botany in 
field and library. 

1 List of Pteridophyta and Spermatophyta growing without cultivation in north- 
eastern North America. Prepared by a committee of the Botanical Club. New York : 
1893-4. 

*N. L. Britton and Hon. Addison Brown : An Illustrated Flora of the North- 
ern States and Canada. New York : 1896. 
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